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IPA Working Comittees

Copyright Committee

The Copyright Committee provides a key forum for the exchange of information  
among IPA members and other stakeholders about national copyright legislation,  
and helps to formulate copyright policy for the association. 

The Committee has an active subgroup, the Anti- 

Piracy Working Group (APWG). The APWG, following 

on from previous successful prosecutions of the pirate 

sites library.nu and ifile.it, has identified another 

large-scale international pirate site for prosecution, 

has raised the funds for investigation and possible 

litigation, and has retained outside counsel. Prelimi-

nary actions are now underway in Spain, Germany and 

the USA. Depending on progress, further fund-raising 

will be required.

A core element of the Committee’s work is advising 

the Secretariat in its representation of publishers’ 

interests at diplomatic conferences and committees  

of the World Intellectual Property Organization 

(WIPO). At the heart of the WIPO debates this year was 

the introduction of international mandatory copyright 

exceptions for the visually impaired following the 

adoption in June 2013 of the Marrakech Treaty to 

Facilitate Access to Published Works for Persons  

Who Are Blind, Visually Impaired, or Otherwise Print 

Disabled. IPA has advised members about the 

 implications of the Marrakech Treaty and has  

disseminated a number of briefings on this.

IPA supports the implementation of the Marrakech 

Treaty in such a way that gives publishers the option  

to serve visually impaired readers. The IPA believes  

that best practice in copyright law allows publishers to 

make their titles commercially available in accessible 

formats and to establish a close working relationship 

with their local Authorised Entities.

IPA insists that stakeholder collaboration remains key 

to improving access. We are an active member of the 

Accessible Books Consortium (ABC), the successor  

of the WIPO Stakeholder Platform. Under the auspices 

of WIPO and in collaboration with other stakeholders 

including the World Blind Union, International Authors 

Forum, International Federation of Library Associations 

and Institutions (IFLA) and the International Federation 

of Reproduction Rights Organisations and many 

others, ABC promotes the international exchange  

of accessible format copies through a designated 

network, it provides capacity building in developing 

countries and it promotes inclusive publishing, i.e. 

the creation of e-books that are accessible to all  

from the outset.
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As part of this work IPA and other stakeholders have 

created a Publishers Charter, a document signed by 

publishers that encourages them to take specific steps 

to improve accessibility.

The past year has been a difficult year for WIPO. While 

the re-election of Director General Francis Gurry went 

relatively smoothly., a number of WIPO committees 

have found themselves in the unusual situation  

of being unable to even agree on a formal conclusion 

of their meetings. The most contentious issues include 

the role of the “Development Agenda” in WIPO’s 

committee work. Progress has been very slow in the 

Committee that for more than ten years has been 

trying to achieve an international instrument on 

Traditional Knowledge and Expression of Folklore. At 

the heart of the current discussions at WIPO’s Standing 

Committee on Copyright and Related Rights (SCCR) 

are the issues of exceptions for libraries and archives, 

for education and for other persons with disabilities. 

This issues have been at the heart of IPA’s efforts at 

WIPO this year.  

It is our greatest concern that WIPO will embark on  

an enterprise of regulating international copyright 

exceptions. The discussions at the WIPO have been 

slow to progress and the SCCR was unable to agree 

on any text based instrument (treaty or otherwise) for 

the benefit of libraries and archives.

IPA is delighted with WIPO’s repeated declarations  

that they are willing to support industry-led initiatives 

to create and promote global digital markets for 

copyright protected content.

The IPA’s Copyright Committee also oversees the 

various submissions IPA makes in national copyright 

reforms. In 2013-14, IPA intervened in copyright 

consultations in Australia, Ireland, France, Germany, 

Nigeria, Norway and Saudi Arabia and supported its 

members in their submission in a number of countries.  

Chair
Peter Givler, Special Advisor to, and former Executive 

Director of the Association of American University 

Presses (AAUP) and President of the International 

Federation of Scholarly Publishers (IFSP).

Secretariat contact 
José Borghino  

borghino@internationalpublishers.org

About the Chair

PETER GIVLER is Special Advisor to and 

former Executive Director of the Association 

of American University Presses and 

President of the International Federation of 

Scholarly Publishing. He is Chair of IPA’s 

Copyright and Membership Committees, 

and of the Programme Committee for the 

IPA Congress to be held in Bangkok in 

March, 2015. He is a past Director of the 

Ohio State University Press. His writings 

about  publishing have been published in, 

among others, The Chronicle of Higher 

Education, Library Journal, and Academe.
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Freedom to Publish  
Committee

The Freedom to Publish Committee formulates IPA’s freedom to publish policy. It also takes a 
leadership role in the United Nation’s Universal Periodical Review process, drafting submissions 
on the freedom of expression and freedom to publish situation in countries coming up for review 
by the UPR Working Group of the UN Human Rights Council. 

After seven years as Freedom to Publish Committee 

Chair, Bjørn Smith-Simonsen retired at Frankfurt 2013 

to be replaced by Ola Wallin.

The IPA took an active interest in monitoring and 

reporting freedom to publish issues in many countries 

in 2013-14, including Belarus, Cambodia, China, 

France, Saudi Arabia, Tunisia, Turkey and Russia.

Firstly, some good news. We are delighted to report 

that Turkish writer, publisher and translator Deniz 

Zarakolu has been released from prison, after spending 

two and a half years in detention as part of a crack-

down against publishers, writers and journalists who 

were seen to be affiliated to the pro-Kurdish Peace 

and Democracy Party. The IPA provided support to 

Deniz and his father Ragip throughout this time, and 

we are particularly grateful to the efforts of Bjørn 

Smith-Simonsen and IPA’s former Freedom to Publish 

Director, Alexis Krikorian.

Elsewhere, the IPA issued a statement condemning  

the 10-year prison sentence handed down by a 

Chinese court to 73 year-old publisher Yao Wentian, 

chief editor of Morning Bell Press. The IPA believes 

that Mr Yao’s sentence is politically motivated, due  

to his publishing of dissident writers. 

The IPA condemned the Russian government’s 

introduction of a law seeking to ban the use of 

obscene language at arts, cultural and entertainment 

events, and which requires books containing swearing 

to carry a warning on the cover stating ‘Contains 

obscene language’.

In Turkey, Ola Wallin made a statement in defence of 

publishing freedom during IFRRO World Congress and 

the IPA was one of the founding bodies of the new 

International Committee for Media Freedom in Turkey. 

The Turkish Publishers Association and IPA jointly 

denounced Prime Minister Erdoğan’s attempt to block 

his compatriots from accessing Twitter and other 

social media channels. In December 2013, Ola Wallin 

attended the Istanbul trial of publisher Irfan Sanci and 

translator Ismail Yerguz.

An IPA-authored article in The Bookseller attacked 

Apple for withdrawing a French novel (La Femme, 

published by Editions des Equateurs) from its online 

store because of its cover art. 

Chair
Ola Wallin, Ersatz + Coltso, Sweden

Secretariat contact 
José Borghino  

borghino@internationalpublishers.org

About the Chair

OLA WALLIN is co-founder of Ersatz,  

a general-interest book publisher in 

Stockholm. 

Ola Wallin founded Ersatz in 1994. He has 

worked as a freelance editor and designer 

for Bonniers and Norstedts publishing 

houses, and is a past Board member of  

the Nordic Association of Independent 

Publishers (NOFF). 

He was the initiator of De Oberoende,  

an association of twelve ndependent 

publishers, and is a board member of 

Swedish PEN and the Swedish Publishers 

Association. Mr Wallin was elected Chair  

of IPA’s Freedom to Publish Committee  

in 2013.
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IPA Freedom to Publish Prize

A major focus in the last year has been to develop and 

promote the IPA Freedom to Publish Prize. Created in 

2005, it honours an individual or organization that has 

defended freedom to publish in significant ways — 

sometimes at the risk to personal safety — and is the 

only human rights award which explicitly recognizes 

the contribution of publishers. 

At its meeting in Frankfurt in 2013, the Executive 

Committee decided to expand the number and range 

of nominations for the Freedom to Publish Prize.  

To achieve this, IPA worked with key NGOs including 

Reporters Sans Frontières, International Federation  

of Journalists, PEN International, PEN UK, Article 19 

and Index on Censorship. A call for nominations  

was issued in November, generating nominations  

for 23 people or organisations from 18 countries in  

6 continents.  Reflecting on the large number of 

nominations, IPA Vice-President Richard Charkin 

commented that it was “good news for the award,  

bad news for the world”. After a selection process 

involving the Freedom to Publish Committee and  

the Executive Committee, the following shortlist  

was established:

■	 Irina Balakhonova (Samokat publishing house, 

Russia)

■	 Ihar Lohvinau (Lohvinau  Publishing House, Belarus)

■	 Afghan PEN Centre (Afghanistan)

■	 Ilbay Kahraman (Ayrinti Publishing House, Turkey) 

■	 Nguyen Vu Binh (writer and human rights cam-

paigner, Vietnam) 

■	 Myay Hmone Lwin (Ngar Doe Sar Pay publishing 

house, Myanmar)

Ihar Lohvinau was the winner of the Prize, which was 

accepted on his behalf by his daughter and co-worker, 

Alexandra Logvinova, during the London Book Fair.

IHAR LOHVINAU received the 2014 IPA Freedom to 

Publish Prize, in recognition of his achievements in 

defending freedom of expression in Belarus. Since 

2000 he has run Lohvinau Publishing House, printing 

foreign and local works of literature, history, politics 

and art, with a focus on work by repressed Belarusian 

writers. His bookshop in Minsk is a vital hub for  

the country’s fragile literary community. 

In October 2013, Ihar Lohvinau’s publishing licence  

was withdrawn by Belarus’s Ministry of Information 

after he printed a book containing a photo of a 

protester who had been assaulted by police. Having 

lost his licence to publish in Belarus, Ihar Lohvinau is 

now compelled to publish in exile, from Lithuania.

Withdrawing Lohvinau Publishing House’s licence was 

a political attempt to stifle a creative and courageous 

publisher and to silence the voice of freedom in 

Belarus. Ihar Lohvinau’s story highlights how publishers 

are at the frontline in the defence of universal human 

rights. The IPA Freedom to Publish Prize is our oppor-

tunity to pay tribute to them.

We are very grateful to the following companies  

for pledging to sponsor the Freedom to Publish Prize: 

Albert Bonniers Förlag, Elsevier, HarperCollins, 

Kodansha, Macmillan, Oxford University Press, Penguin 

Random House, Simon & Schuster, Springer.
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Educational  
Publishers Forum

The Educational Publishers Forum, organized by the IPA in 2009, brings together professional 
educational (K-12) publishers from around the world. Its purpose is to share experiences 
 regarding the evolution of learning resources, especially the application of technology and  
the impact on classroom pedagogy. The Forum has established links with international agencies 
including the European Commission, OECD, UNESCO, WIPO and the World Bank and aspires  
to be the leading global Forum for debate about the evolution of effective learning resources.

Education Publishing is a strategic resource for the 

global knowledge economy. This is true for developed 

countries but even more important for developing 

ones. The task of producing high-quality educational 

resources requires unique skill sets. Education 

publishers bring together and manage expert teams of 

authors, curriculum designers, pedagogues, graphic 

designers, marketers and others to deliver up-to-date 

materials for students and teachers in a timely and 

affordable way. This is little understood and often 

undervalued by governments and educational 

authorities eager to find populist, technological ‘fixes’ 

to promote. 

The IPA’s Educational Publishers Forum has noted with 

concern the growing trend of governments intervening 

in the process of educational resource production and 

delivery and in 2014 began a process of developing  

a series of policy documents and responses, which will 

accentuate the importance of a strong, independent, 

competitive, local, educational publishing industry  

for the economic, cultural and social development  

of nations and regions.

The Forum holds four meetings each year with 

delegates (and guest speakers) at rotating venues and 

organizes an annual international education confer-

ence. IPA members can each send two delegates  

to Forum meetings and individual publishers can pay 

to attend. Representatives from the following countries 

have participated in IPA-EPF activities:

Chair
Jay Diskey, Executive Director, PreK-12 Learning 

Group, Association of American Publishers.

Secretariat contact 
José Borghino  

borghino@internationalpublishers.org

About the Chair

JAY DISKEY is Executive Director of the 

Association of American Publishers’ Pre 

K-12 Learning Group. In that role he directs 

the division’s advocacy, public policy 

development, and operations. Diskey has 

worked in education policy for more than 

three decades. Prior to joining AAP in 2006, 

he served as Communications Director  

for the U.S. House of Representatives’ 

Committee on Education and the 

Workforce. Previously he served as Special 

Assistant to the U.S. Secretary of Education. 

Jay Diskey has been active in the IPA-EPF 

since its founding in 2009. He will serve  

a two-year term, running to April 2016.

Australia 

Austria

Belgium

Canada

Denmark

Egypt

Finland

France

Germany

Iceland

Ireland

Italy

Mexico

Netherlands

New Zealand

Norway

Poland

Portugal

Russia

Slovenia

South Africa

Spain

Sri Lanka

Sweden

Thailand

Turkey

UAE

UK

Ukraine

USA
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‘What Works? Successful Education Policies, 
Resources & Technologies’

The IPA organized its second international education conference in conjunction  
with the London Book Fair, on 10 April 2014.

Entitled What Works? Successful Education Policies, 

Resources & Technologies, the conference featured 

top-level speakers, presenting original research and 

analysing whether the tech solutions being touted 

today in education actually worked.

Attendees heard from representatives of the World 

Bank, the OECD and the European Commission as 

well as from publishers, policy makers and cut-

ting-edge researchers. Speakers considered how best 

to deliver different kinds of information in a classroom 

for maximum effect, and teachers talked about what 

resources they most needed.

Education is a strategic concern for all governments 

and the interest generated by this conference has 

encouraged the IPA to put on another international 

education conference in 2015, again in conjunction 

with London Book Fair and PA (UK). It will take place 

on 16 April 2015.

Speakers at the ‘What Works?’ 

 conference in 2014 included

• Graham Taylor, past Chair of the Educational Publishers 

Forum 

• Youngsuk ‘YS’ Chi, IPA President

• Jay Diskey, Association of American Publishers 

• Jeffrey Brand, Bond University

• Pablo Zoido, OECD

• Michael Trucano, The World Bank

• Ricardo Ferreira, European Commission

• David Langridge, Microsoft Corp

• Jakob Harder, Danish Ministry of Education

• Keith R. Krueger, Consortium for School Networking

• Sunshik Min, YBM Korea

• Andreas Baer, Bildungsmedien

• Alfons ten Brummelhuis, Kennisnet

• Christina Preston, University of Bedfordshire

• Emrah Özpirinçci, OUP Turkey

© The London Book Fair, www.londonbookfair.co.uk
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Literacy & Book Industry  
Policy Committee

IPA’s Literacy & Book Industry Policy Committee guides the IPA Secretariat on all general industry 
policy matters, including taxation, fixed book price, import/export restrictions and other policies 
impacting publishing markets. The Committee also guides specific IPA initiatives to promote 
literacy and reading, eg the World Book Capital project.

VAT rates

In February 2014, the IPA and PricewaterhouseCoopers 

published a new global survey on the application  

of VAT on printed books and e-books. The research 

covered 51 countries, gathering data on national VAT 

rates for books and e-books. It revealed that much 

progress remains for countries to adopt a non- 

discriminatory, consistent tax regime for printed  

and e-books.

Among the key findings: 

Close to 50% of countries surveyed continue to apply 

the standard VAT rate to e-books

■	 VAT rates for printed books are much lower in Latin 

America (1.94%) than in the EU (7.83%)

■	 All major publishing markets surveyed (France, 

Germany, Italy, Spain, UK, Argentina, Brazil) provide 

for reduced VAT rates or exemptions, at least for 

printed books

■	 Argentina, Brazil and France are among the few 

countries to provide an equal, special VAT treat-

ment for e-books

■	 Denmark applies the highest VAT rate, a whopping 

25% on both print and e-books

Fixed Book Price

In May 2014, the IPA launched the Global Fixed Book 

Price Report. With the book supply chain under 

pressure from a number of forces, notably the rise of 

online retail, there is renewed debate about the merits 

of fixed book price. IPA neither advocates for or 

against fixed book price; we are however interested in 

the effect FBP produces within countries that adopt it. 

The report contained details of the FBP schemes 

currently in operation, a history of the development of 

FBP and sets out the arguments commonly presented 

for and against FBP. The IPA is grateful to the many 

member publisher associations who contributed to 

the report.

E-book lending

In June 2014, the IPA published a special report, 

Innovation in E-book Lending, which revealed how 

collaborative models and market-driven solutions are 

emerging which give publishers enough control to 

maintain a sustainable business model while guaran-

teeing excellent access to libraries and readers. The 

report assessed a number of e-lending models in 

Europe, North America and Brazil which manage to 

align the interests of publishers and libraries, based on 

transparent and reasonable licensing terms. These 

new approaches to e-book lending promise to be of 

major benefit in building market demand for e-books, 

which should lead to increased revenue for publishers, 

booksellers and authors alike.  

Legal deposit schemes

In June, the IPA published a special report on Digital 

Legal Deposit, revealing how policies and processes 

are being developed and implemented which allow 

digital content, whether in the form of e-books, 

journals, blogs or website content, to be collected  

and archived. It analysed schemes in Germany, the 

Netherlands, the UK, France and Italy, as well as 

detailing the approaches of Japan, China, Brazil,  

the United States, Australia and Canada. 

In light of the different national experiences with 

digital legal deposit, IPA’s recommendations for 

countries setting up such a scheme are as follows:

■	 The more voluntary a digital legal deposit scheme  

is at the outset, the better 
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■	 Emphasis must be put on publishers and librarians 

collaborating to address copyright protection, 

digital security and monitored access

■	 There needs to be a clear structure for mediation 

and arbitration, and an ability to deal with different 

publishers, types of publications and business 

models differently

■	 Schemes need to be properly funded

World Book and Copyright Day 2014

Since 1995, the 23rd of April has been designated by 

UNESCO as World Book and Copyright Day, celebrating 

books, authors, illustrators and reading. The IPA 

published a report on April 23rd, explaining the different 

traditions associated with World Book Day, which is also 

celebrated in some countries on March 6th

World Book Capital

In June, the IPA, along with the International Booksell-

ers Federation, the International Federation of Library 

Associations & Institutions and UNESCO, awarded the 

title of World Book Capital 2016 to Wroclaw, in Poland. 

The Wroclaw bid impressed through its focus on 

grass-roots community reading initiatives, as well  

as its wide-ranging support of book publishing. 

The World Book Capital title is bestowed to a city in 

recognition of the quality of its programs to promote 

books and reading and the dedication of all players  

in the book industry. The nominating committee gives 

particular importance to the following criteria:

■	 the degree of participation of all levels (from  

the municipal to the international level)

■	 the programme’s potential impact

■	 the scope and quality of the activities proposed  

by the candidates, and the extent to which they 

involve writers, publishers, booksellers and libraries

■	 any other projects promoting books and reading

■	 the extent to which the programme respects  

the principles of freedom of expression

Member associations interested in submitting  

a World Book Capital application are encouraged  

to ask for guidance from IPA.

Chair
José Manuel Gomez, Grupo Anaya, Spain.

Secretariat contact 
Dougal Thomson  

thomson@internationalpublishers.org 

About the Chair

JOSÉ-MANUEL GÓMEZ started his career 

within the publishing sector as a bookseller 

in Madrid. Later, he joined John Wiley in 

London and New York, and then Hermann 

Editeurs in Paris. In 1975, he joined 

Ediciones Anaya, getting involved in the 

creation and acquisition of the publishing 

companies that later became Grupo Anaya. 

He has been its Chairman & CEO since 

1998. He is a member of the International 

Executive Committee of Hachette Livre  

and Chair of the IPA Literacy & Book Policy 

Committee. Among other prizes and 

recognitions, he has been honoured with 

several civil awards and Order Decorations 

from Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, France, 

and Spain.
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Publishing, in particular digital publishing, requires a 

range of special, open, interoperable and wide-

ly-adopted standards. A range of organisations 

manage existing standards for book distribution and 

develop new standards for the digital environment. IPA 

is a charter member of EDItEUR, has a statutory 

non-voting seat on the board of the International ISBN 

Agency, and is a coalition partner of the Linked 

Content Coalition, a cross media initiative for a global 

cross media licensing framework. 

In January 2014, IPA announced its support of Thema, 

the new international subject category standard for 

books and e-books. In July 2014 the IPA appointed 

Mark Bide as its special adviser on digital publishing, 

standards and accessibility strategy.

Secretariat contact 
Jens Bammel bammel@internationalpublishers.org

Membership Committee

All decisions regarding IPA membership are made by 

the Annual General Meeting. However, the Member-

ship Committee is tasked by the Executive Committee 

to prepare such decisions and to guide interested 

publishers associations through the application 

process. The Committee examines the membership 

applications of publishers associations, and may make 

recommendations to the AGM to allow affiliate 

members into full membership and the suspension 

and termination of association membership.

Chair
Peter Givler, Special Advisor to, and former Executive 

Director of the Association of American University 

Presses (AAUP) and President of the International 

Federation of Scholarly Publishers (IFSP).

 

Secretariat contact 
Jens Bammel bammel@internationalpublishers.org

International Publishing Standards  
Development and Governance  Committee
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IPA maintains good working relationships 
with a variety of organisations that share 
common values or seek to campaign about 
common causes.

IPA represents publishers on the board of the Interna-

tional Federation of Reproduction Rights Organisa-

tions (IFRRO) through the substitute board 

membership of IPA Executive Committee member Ana 

Maria Cabanellas. IPA coordinates the publisher 

coordination group that meets during the IFRRO 

World Congress, which among other things also works 

with the creator organisations represented at IFRRO. 

IPA is also involved in many of IFRRO’s task forces and 

working groups including the Legal Issues Forum, 

membership committee, and various regional devel-

opment groups. A current focus is the development of 

global strategic messages in support of copyright and 

intellectual property.

IPA and the International Federation of Library 

Associations (IFLA) share concerns, but not always 

positions on matters pertaining to publisher-library 

relations. IPA’s Secretary General Jens Bammel has 

regular meetings and phone conferences with IFLA, 

discussing issues affecting both parties such as library 

e-lending, text and data mining and remote access to 

collections.

Through the WIPO Stakeholder Platform, IPA works 

with stakeholders representing the disability commu-

nity, including World Blind Union (WBU), the DAISY 

Consortium and others. In June 2014, the IPA, WBU, 

International Authors Forum and other partners 

launched the Accessible Books Consortium (ABC) to 

increase the number of e-books and digital publica-

tions available in braille, audio and large print.

IPA is one of the founding members of the Interna-

tional Publishers Association Copyright Coordination 

Committee (IPACC). Other members are the Interna-

tional Association of Scientific, Technical and Medical 

Publishers (STM), the European Publishers Council 

(EPC), the Federation of European Publishers (FEP), 

and more recently the European Magazine Media 

Association (EMMA).

IPA and PEN International cooperate closely on 

multiple projects promoting freedom of expression 

and freedom to publish. IPA similarly partners with the 

World Association of Newspapers (WAN-IFRA) on 

human rights projects. In June 2004, IPA joined the 

International Freedom of Expression Exchange (IFEX). 

In 2014, the IPA, along with the European Federation 

of Journalists, PEN International, the Turkish Publishers 

Association, PEN Turkey and the Journalists Union of 

Turkey set up the International Committee for Media 

Freedom in Turkey to monitor attacks on freedom to 

publish and freedom of expression.

The IPA sits on the selection committee for the World 

Book Capital City, along with representatives of the 

International Booksellers Federation (IBF), the 

International Federation of Library Associations and 

Institutions (IFLA), and UNESCO.

IPA is a Charter member of EDItEUR, has a statutory 

non-voting seat on the board of the International ISBN 

Agency, and is a Coalition Partner of the Linked 

Content Coalition, a cross media initiative for a global 

cross media licensing framework.

IPA attends meetings of the Grupo Iberoamericano  

de Editores, the federation of publishers’ associations 

from Latin America and the Iberian peninsula.

Collaboration with  
other international NGOs
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IPA Communications

Delivering more value,  
helping more publishers

In October 2013, IPA created a new role at the Geneva secretariat by employing  
a  Communications and Programmes Director, Dougal Thomson. Here, Dougal explains  
where his efforts have been focused so far, and what projects lie ahead for 2015.

In my first year at IPA I’ve learnt a lot, and through  

your support we have been able to do a lot. Excitingly, 

we now have communication tools in place which  

will allow us to do much more.

IPA’s Executive Committee and national publisher 

associations provided insight and guidance on ways  

to improve IPA’s communications with members, 

stakeholders and the wider public.  At the start of 2014 

IPA conducted a survey with key stakeholder groups, 

designed to learn about their perception and experi-

ences with IPA, to understand the issues affecting 

them and how the IPA could deliver most value. 

Our communications strategy developed out of these 

consultations and is based around some key ideas:  

IPA can help members and the wider publishing 

community by identifying and explaining the changes 

impacting the industry (threats, opportunities, policies 

etc). Our communications should help publishers 

adapt, and build sustainable businesses. We can use  

it to fight for, and defend publishers’ interests. 

By producing content in different forms (special 

reports, market data, interviews, breaking news etc) 

and by making smart use of the different channels 

available, we can disseminating content as widely  

and quickly as possible. In doing so, we can serve IPA 

members, develop the IPA’s reputation and reach,  

and build for the future.

Our communications have different audiences in 

mind. Member associations are the top priority: 

everything is designed to be relevant to them. We also 

want our content to go directly to publishers who 

might otherwise not hear from IPA. We want it to go 

 to a wider, book industry ecosystem which includes 

trade media, bloggers, tech firms and suppliers.  

We also want to talk directly to young publishers  

and people aspiring to work in the industry.

And we’re using a number of tools to do this.  

Our regular special reports are designed to be 

easily-digestible, information-rich guides to critical 

issues. Our website (a brand new version will be 

launched in October) is designed to be a valuable 

repository for content. Our monthly e-newsletter 

allows us to share market insight from around the 

world. Our social media channels let us get messages 

quickly to publishers; they’re also our main vehicle  

for listening to and engaging with them. 

 

Newsletter and Twitter subscribers,  
Nov 2013 – Sept 2014

The growth in our “reach” which you see in the graph 

has been possible because of the effort invested into 

building a Global Publishers Database, which now 

contains details of over 6,000 publishers in over 100 

countries. We will start to exploit it properly in 2015. 

One plan is to run surveys which generate market 

sentiment data across regions. This database will also 

allow us to promote and drive attendance to IPA 

events, build awareness of IPA activities, and to 

connect and engage with publishers around the world. 

We will be able to achieve a lot with this valuable 

resource.
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Embracing social media 
During the last year we have launched dedicated IPA 

Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn and Youtube channels. 

These allow us to disseminate publishing industry 

news, IPA commentary and market data quickly to 

large groups. It’s clear that publishers of all nationali-

ties (and all ages – people over 55 are the fastest 

growing group on Facebook) are embracing social 

media, and IPA will make full use of it as an engage-

ment tool. In 2015, we will launch a Google+ page to 

complement existing social media channels. If you’re 

active on social media and are not already following 

IPA, please do so!

Rebranding programme
The IPA has used its current logo, a globe with an 

open book, for fifty years. We are conscious that a 

logo, as part of a wider portfolio of branding elements, 

plays a crucial role in establishing and reinforcing an 

association’s identity and mission. We also understand 

that in 2014, IPA has a vital role to play in helping 

publishers and publisher associations embrace the 

challenges of digitalization. With this in mind, we are 

currently developing a new visual identity which 

recognizes and embraces publishing’s digital reality 

and which will manifest itself in a new IPA logo, colour 

scheme and website, to be revealed in October after  

a final design has been adopted at the IPA General 

Assembly in Frankfurt.

Facebook monthly active users (MAUs) in Millions
■	Rest of World  ■	Asia  ■	Europe  ■	US & Canada

The anatomy of a 

 successful tweet

IPA’s twitter account mainly sends out 

breaking industry news, but occasionally 

we diversify. Our most impactful tweet was 

this, which was retweeted 263 times, 

gaining us many new followers.
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The IPA Secretariat

Jens Bammel,  

Secretary General

Jens Bammel became 

Secretary General of the 

International Publishers 

Association in September 

2003. 

He studied law in Berlin, 

Geneva and Heidelberg.

Following two years of 

legal training in Germany, 

France and Indonesia he worked in the United 

Kingdom, joining the Periodical Publishers Association 

in 1997 as Head of Legal Affairs, then Head of Legal 

and Public Affairs. In June 1998, Jens was appointed 

Chief Executive of the Publishers Licensing Society 

Ltd., the organisation that represents UK publisher 

interests in collective reprographic licensing in the UK. 

He is a member of the boards of the publishing 

standards body EDItEUR and the International ISBN 

Agency. He is married with one child. 

Dougal Thomson,  

Director of Communications  

and Programmes 

Dougal Thomson joined 

IPA as the new Director 

of Communications and 

Programmes in October 

2013. 

Dougal spentthe last six 

years at The Economist 

Group. As Head of 

Programmes for The 

Economist Events, he ran an editorial team delivering a 

wide range of products on issues including global 

trade, energy, healthcare, technology and the environ-

ment. He was also a contributing editor at www.

management-thinking.org website, blogging on a 

range of trade and development issues. Dougal has 

worked in media and publishing since 2000. Prior to 

joining The Economist he worked for the research firm 

Datamonitor, and was previously Head of Content for 

business publisher SPG Media. Dougal’s academic 

background includes a BA Hons in English Literature 

from Trinity College Dublin and a Masters in Theatre 

Studies from Université Sorbonne Nouvelle Paris 3.

José Borghino,  

Policy Director

José Borghino was 

appointed to the newly 

created position of Policy 

Director in March 2013. 

José came to the IPA 

from the Australian 

Publishers Association 

where he served as 

Manager of Industry 

Representation. His previous professional roles include 

lecturer in journalism and creative industries at the 

University of Sydney, editor of the online news 

magazine NewMatilda.com, executive director of  

the Australian Society of Authors, and senior positions 

at the Literature Board of the Australia Council. 

In the newly created position, José’s responsibilities 

include enriching IPA’s lobbying activities towards 

international organisations and NGOs, as well as 

consulting and communicating with publishing 

industry representatives around the world about those 

lobbying campaigns; managing and developing  

the IPA’s activities promoting educational publishing, 

including the IPA Educational Publishers Forum;  

and advising member associations on national policy 

issues and effective communications strategies. 

Joanna A. Bazan Babczonek,  

Office and Project Manager

Joanna joined the IPA Secretariat in December 2007. 

She ensures the smooth running of the office, 

coordinates projects and helps to channel communi-

cations to her colleagues. 

Recently, she has also 

been in charge of the 

World Book Capital 

project. Having initially 

trained in the hospitality 

industry services and 

worked as a French 

teacher, she graduated in 

Political Science from the 

University of Geneva. Joanna is married with one child.
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IPA Meetings:

2014 Frankfurt Book Fair

Tuesday, 7 October 2014

18:00 – 20:00 “Club Voltaire Sessions“* Braubachstrasse 16, Börsenverein’s 

Building, “Leipzig“ room

Wednesday,  8 October 2014

Hall 8.1 Room “Symmetrie 2”

09:00 – 10:00 IPA Literacy and Book Policy Committee Hall 8.1 Room “Symmetrie 2”

10:00 – 12:00 IPA Copyright Committee Hall 8.1 Room “Symmetrie 2”

12:00 – 13:00 IPA Anti-Piracy Working Group* Hall 8.1 Room “Symmetrie 2”

13:00 – 15:00 IPA Freedom to Publish Committee Hall 8.1 Room “Symmetrie 2”

15:00 – 18:00 IPA Executive Committee* Hall 8.1 Room “Symmetrie 2”

Thursday,  9 October 2014

09:30 – 12:00 IPA General Assembly Hall 8.1 Room “Symmetrie 2”

12:30 – 13:30 Bangkok Congress Organizing Committee meeting* Hall 8.1 Room “Symmetrie 1”

12:00 – 13:00 Global Book Monitor 2014: Publishing trends and statistics Hall 4.0 Room “Dimension”

17:00 – 18:00 Reception promoting the 30th IPA Congress in 2015 in Bangkok Hall 5.0 Stand D26

Friday, 10 October 2014

08:00 – 10:00 UK PA, AAP and IPA Anti-Piracy Breakfast Room “Illusion 3” on C3 of the 

Congress Centre

10:30 – 12:30 IPA Educational Publishers Forum Open Meeting Room “Illusion 3” on C3 of the 

Congress Centre

Saturday, 11 October 2014

10:00 – 11:30 Meeting of National Collective Stands Directors Hall 3.C West, Room “Argument”

*open to members of the group only
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